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"MORE  TO  COME" 

"Here  and  now,  dear  friends 9  we  are 
God's  children;  what  we  shall  be  has 
not  yet  been  disclosed, ,,"    I  John  3:3 


Seventy-five  jrears  ago  Christian  congregations  in 
the  western  world  could  be  characterized  by  a  general 
sense  of  guilt.    Ten  years  ago  those  same  congregations 
could  be  characterized  by  a  general  sense  of  doubts   Today 
the  temperature  has  dropped  still  further .    A  minister  now 
may  presume3no  matter  where  he  preaches ,  that  the  con- 
gregation gathered  before  him  is  beset  with  a  sense  of 
discouragement  . 

Discouragement  has  many  fathers.    It  enters  our 
lives  from  a  variety  of  sources.    But  I  am  convinced  that 
the  main  cause  of  discouragement ,  whether  personal  or 
corporate,  is  the  inability  to  believe  in  a  future  that  we 
can  reach.   Ironically,  the  more  idealistic  one  is  the  more 
susceptible  he  is  to  discouragment,    Only  those  who  have 
expected  much  can  know  the  bitterness  of  hopes  denied, 
This  helps  to  explain  why  discouragement  infiltrates  the 
ranks  of  the  people  of  God, 

My  friends 8  discouragement  does  not  spare  the  pul- 
pit.   Today  I  want  to  share  with  you  a  verse  that  has  given 
me  a  sorely  needed  lift  in  recent  months .    It  penetrates  our 
mood  the  way  a  key  penetrates  a  lock,    "Here  and  now, 
dear  friends,  we  are  God's  children;  what  we  shall  be  has 
not  yet  been  disclosed,"    (I  John  3:3) 


There  are  two  stout  affirmations  in  these  words  of 
the  Apostle  John.    I  suggest  that  we  take  the  second  one 
first,    "What  we  shall  be  has  not  yet  been  disclosed,"    Or. 
as  the  familiar  King  James  Version  has  it,   "it  doth  not  yet 
appear  what  we  shall  be/' 

What  this  means  for  you,  my  Christian  friends,  is 
that  you  have  a  future.    There  is  more  to  come!    There 


always  is  !    We   are  not  simply  playing  out  the  string     God 
is  not  finished  with  us  yet.    We  are  his  workmanship  and 
he  is  still  building 

In  fart,   in  the  perspective  of  the  long  run,  you  and 
I  have  hardly  started      There  are  unrealized  capacities  to 
recognize  and  develop      There  are  stubborn  sins  and  weak- 
nesses to  overcome     There  is  knowledge  to  receive     There 
is  love  to  give  and  take      In  our  lucid  times  we  know  that 
these  are  ours  to  struggle  with  whatever  the  system,  the 
age.  or  the  social  context  in  which  we  move     After  we  have 
fired  off  that  telegram  to  congress  and  written  our  letter  to 
the  editor,  after  we  have  painted  our  posters,  and  attended 
our  rallies,  and  signed  our  petitions  and  marched  and  pick- 
eted and  whatever  else,  when  we  come  home  and  turn  the 
lock  for  the  night  we  must  still  ask  ourselves  in  solitutde, 
"what  manner  of  man  am  I?" 

The  self  to  be?  as  I  understand  John,   is  hardly  rec- 
ognizable from  the  self  that  is.    "what,  we  shall  be  has  not 
yet  been  disclosed, " 

Granted,  there  is  an  eschatologicai  note  here.    The 
next  verse  hints  the  dawn  of  a  new  age  and  a  better  world, 
"we  shall  be  like  him  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is," 
(I  John  3:2b)    But  every  theologian  that  I  have  ever  read  has 
insisted  that  sanctification  begins  here  when  we  believe, 
not  there  when  we  die.    Some  of  the  most  impressive  argu- 
ments for  the  Christian  life  can  be  found  in  the  quiet  wit- 
ness of  men  and  women  who  have  been  seasoned  not  only  by 
age  but  by  the  inner  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit,    The  more 
clearly  we  see  the  Master,  the  more  nearly  we  resemble 
Him 

Once  you  have  known  him  you  can  never  be  pre- 
Christian  again      Whether  you  want  youi  future  or  not  he 
draws  you  forward  to  it      "The  man  whose  sickness  is 
called  'Jesus'  can  never  be  cured  "  1      You  have  a  future 
says  John,  and  it  is  good     It  does  not  yet  appear  whal  any 
of  us  will  be. 
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Because  this  is  true  of  us  as  individual  Christians 
it  follows  that  it  has  not  yet  been  disclosed  what  the  church 
will  be,  for  the  church  is  nothing  more  than  believers  in 
community . 

Tiie  church  is  here  as  harbinger  of  the  kingdom  of 
Godo    The  church  is  not  the  kingdom  of  God  and  is  always 
in  trouble  when  it  assumes  that  it  is,    We  are,  as  it  weres 
a  pre-sampling  of  what  the  reign  of  God  will  look  like  when 
it  comes,    Many  times  we  are  a  misleading  sampling  -- 
which  is  why  we  pray  our  prayers  of  confess ion. 

Someday  the  church  will  be  phased  out.    It  will  work 
itself  out  of  a  jobc    In  the  vision  of  the  new  Jerusalem,  the 
city  of  God  come  down  from  above,,  we  are  told  by  John 
"there  is  no  temple  there ,  "    (Rev=  21:24) 

But  prior  to  that,  the  church  has  a  lustrous  future, 
Paui9  who  knew  as  well  as  any  man,  how  petty  and  mean 
and  frustrating  the  church  could  be  declares  that  it  is  God's 
intention  ,Tto  present  the  church  to  himself  ail  glorious , 
with  no  stain  or  wrinkle  or  anything  of  the  sort,  but  holy 
and  without  blemish, "  (Eph  5:27)    I  don't  know  how  the 
church  will  get  there  from  where  it  is  today,    but  that  is 
Godrs  business,  not  mine,    Christ  not  only  gave  himself 
for  the  church,  he  gives  himself  to  the  church,  so  that  in- 
creasingly the  church  in  its  corporate  life  might  resemble 
His  will  and  reflect  His  desires. 

There  is  no  assurance  here  that  the  church  as  we 
have  known  it;  its  organizational  forms ,  its  liturgical  forms s 
its, programmatic  forms,  will  be  conserved     But  we  do 
know  that  the  church's  future  is  insured5  and  that  some  day 
it  will  appear  in  the  eyes  of  all  to  flawlessly  conform  to  the 
will  of  the  one  who  loves  it  and  gave  Himself  for  it, 


It  also  follows  that  because  the  church  has  a  future 
the  world  has  a  future  too.    The  only  reason  why  the  church 
is  here  is  for  the  world.    The  existence  of  the  church  pre- 
sumes the  existence  ol  the  world  and  the  continuity  of  his- 
tory.   The  church  is  not  an  end  in  itself.    It  is  solely,  only, 
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exclusively  here  for  the  sake  of  the  world.    Instead  of  re- 
garding the  Holy  Spirit  as  a  private  source  of  empowerment 
for  us  who  are  the  "in  people/'  we  should  recognize  that 
"The  Holy  Spirit  is  the  Almighty  God  himself,  and  his 
breath  blows  through  all  creation  "  2 

Salvation  can  be  attributed  to  an  elective  act  of  God, 
but  so  can  creation    He  chose  to  create  that  the  world 
might  bec 

I  think  it  is  time  for  more  of  us  to  get  ourselves  up 
into  a  high  place  to  remind  a  staggering  country  and  a  reel- 
ing world  that  history  lias  a  future,  and  that  because  that 
future  is  in  the  hands  of  God  it  is  good0    The  Scriptures  do 
not  describe  this  future  with  the  analytical  clarity  of  an  IBM 
print -out,  but  I  want  you  to  warm  your  heart  around  these 
hints  of  the  coming  daj'o    The  Scriptures  indicate  that  the 
time  will  come  when  man  shall  be  constructively  related  to 
his  fellows.    Micah  predicted  an  era  "when  swords  will  be 
beaten  into  plowshares  and  spears  into  pruning  hooks;  a 
time  when  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation, 
neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more,  but  they  shall  sit 
every  man  under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree?  and  none 
shall  make  him  afraid*"    (Micah  4:3-4a) 

The  Scriptures  also  speak  of  a  time  when  man  and 
God  shall  live  in  harmony*    "For  the  earth  shall  be  filled 
with  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  as  the  waters  cover 
the  sea0"  (Hab  2?  14)   The  Scriptures  anticipate  an  improve- 
ment in  man's  relationship  with  nature,  and  peace  between 
the  various  elements  of  the  natural  order.    "The  wolf  shall 
dwell  with  the  lamb9  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with 
the  kid,  and  the  calf  and  the  lion  and  the  falling  together, 
and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them0"    (Isaiah  11.6) 

Paul  tells  us  in  the  eighth  chapter  of  his  Roman 
Letter  that  "The  creation  itself."  not  just  the  church,  "will 
be  sot  free  from  its  bondage  to  decay  and  obtain  the  glori- 
ous liberty  of  the  children  of  God."  (Rom  8:21)    Earlier  on 
he  says     "  For  the  creation  waits  with  eager  longing  for  the 
revealing  of  the  sons  of  God,"  (Rom  8;19)   I  want  to  come 
back  to  that  verse  at  the  very  end* 
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In  the  Lord9s  Prayer  we  pray  that  the  will  of  God 
might  be  done  on  earth*  even  as  it  is  in  heaven.    Surely 
our  Lord  would  not  have  encouraged  us  to  pray  an  impossi- 
ble prayer 0    When  we  talk  in  the  Apostiess  Creed  about  the 
resurrection  of  the  body9  are  we  not  saying  symbolically 
that  we  believe  in  the  triumph  of  man's  corporeal  and  spiri- 
tual nature  and  the  world  of  history  in  which  he  lives  ?   It 
was  this  kind  of  thinking  that  prompted  Hendri|eus  Berkhof 
to  say 3  "The  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth  will  be  the 
transfiguration  of  this  worlds  such  as  the  work  of  man  will 
have  contributed  to  constitute  ito    In  this  sense  the  history 
of  civilization  as  that  of  the  cosmos  enters  into  the  total 
compass  of  the  history  of  saivation0"  3^ 

Evil  is  real  but  evil  is  limitedo  Satan  is  on  a  leash 
and  God  can  bring  him  in0  The  Almighty  never  lets  an  age 
be  tempted  beyond  its  ability  to  stand  —  except  when  he  is 
readying  a  new  age  to  succeed  itQ 

If  we  know  all  of  this*  why  are  we  so  discouraged? 
I  suggest  that  discouragement  overtakes  us  because  we 
become  so  obsessed  with  our  proximate  goals  that  we  fail 
to  see  how  provisional  they  are  and  how  little  they  resem- 
ble God*s  ultimate  wUlo    For  example^  it  is  commonly  as- 
sumed  when  one  of  our  politicians  speaks  on  behalf  of  a 
piece  of  legislation  and  declares  that  America  should  never 
be  anything  but  number  one8  that  he  has  spoken  axiomatic- 
aily0    That  is9  his  assertion  is  beyond  question    In  the 
name  of  our  desire  to  maintain  the  number  one  position  we 
have  generated  interest  in  bombers s  revised  economic 
policy  ?  subsidized  trans-oceanic  shippings  and  a  host  of 
other  things  0 

I  take  pride  as  an  American  in  the  fact  that  we  are 
an  able  and  productive  nation.    I  also  see  it  as  belonging 
to  my  Christian  commitment  to  be  a  responsible  citizen  of 
this  republiCo    But  I  cannot  believef  nor  will  yous  when  you 
think  about  it,  that  the  number  one  status  of  the  United 
States  belongs  necessarily  to  the  final  vision  of  history 0 

Or  agains  think  of  New  York  City  ~  which  some  of 
us  never  stop  doings    There  is  a  proximate  goal  to  which 


=5- 


all  of  us  who  live  and  work  here  are  committed;    namely, 
that  our  city  might  recover  the  pre-eminence  that  it  once 
enjoyed.    But  even  as  we  pursue  this  goal  we  ought  to  bear 
in  mind  that  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  final  vi- 
sion of  history  that  New  York  regain  the  primacy  it  once 
held. 

One  reason  we  became  the  greatest  city  in  the  world 
is  because  our  commodious  harbor  was  a  boom  to  shipping. 
With  shipping  now  on  the  decline,  how  important  is  the  har- 
bor today?    One  cannot  book  passage  on  an  American  liner 
for  a  trip  to  Europe,  thatvs  how  important  it  is  I    The  air- 
plane has  superceded  the  ship. 

We  used  to  be  heavy  on  manufacturing  in  this  city, 
but  now  the  move  is  away  from  production  to  services. 
Manufacturers  have  found  it  profitable  for  a  variety  of  rea- 
sons to  go  somewhere  else.    It  was  once  necessary  for 
large  corporations  to  locate  their  main  offices  close  to  one 
another  to  facilitate  communication.    Now  that  we  live  post- 
telephone  and  post-teletype  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for 
corporate  headquarters  to  be  centered  in  a  few  key  places* 

We  must  be  realistic  about  the  future  of  our  city  and 
take  into  account  factors  that  go  beyond  the  sincerity  and 
commitment  of  its  citizens.    There  are  demographical  and 
economic  aspects  to  consider,    The  final  vision  of  the  king- 
dom of  God  is  not  necessarily  tied  to  the  greatness  of  this 
or  any  other  city  I 

Meanwhile,  we  work  as  if  the  future  we  envision 
were  possible.     In  good  faith    righting  wrong    easing  bur- 
dens,, encouraging  the  good.    It  is  better  to  faij  at  the  high 
altitude  of  noble  resolution  than  to  acquiesce  abjectly  in  the 
city's  attrition. 

It  may  be  said  of  this  city  that  what,  it  shall  ,be  has 
not  yet  been  disclosed    What  the  city  will  be,  what  the  world 
will  be    what  the  church  will  be,  or  even  what  you  will  be 
does  not  yet  appear.     All  we  know  is  that  a  future  divinely 
wrought  keeps  pulling  us  forward 


But  how  do  we  know  that  ail  of  this  is  not,  in  Sigmund 
Freud?s  disparaging  language ,   "a  subjectively  generated 
illusion?"    How  do  we  know  that  we  are  not  simply  putting 
ourselves  on?   Well,  that*s   where  the  first  part  of  the  verse 
comes  in,     "Here  and  now,  dear  friends,  we  are  God's 
children, "    This  is  the  grand  fact.    This  is  what  anchors 
our  hope. 

John  is  ecstatic  about  this,    "Behold  what  manner  of 
love  the  father  hath  bestowed  on  us,  that  we  should  be  called 
the  children  of  God."    (I  John  3:11  KJV)    That  word  "behold" 
suggests  astonishment  and  amazement.    It  literally  means 
"of  what  country o"    Where  in  the  world  did  such  love  come 
from?    It's  out  of  sight  —  fhat  we  should  be  called  the  chil- 
dren of  God,    Not  that  we  call  ourselves  such,  for  that 
would  be  unstable  and  arrogant.    The  wonder  is  that  he 
should  call  us  his  children.    And  since  the  ground  cause  is 
in  him  I  never  need  worry  about  K&Quaftfyiiig  myself  for  I 
never  qualified  in  the  first  place. 

This  is  the  most  important  fact  about  any  who  be- 
lieves in  Christ,  you  are  a  child  of  God,    It  is  more  signif- 
icant that  you  are  a  son  of  God  than  that  you  are  a  son  of 
Italy,  or  a  son  of  Irelanclj  or  a  son  of  Africa!    Now,  in  the 
thick  of  our  unemployment  and  inflation:  now  in  the  depres- 
sing aftermath  of  Attica;  now,  in  the  midst  of  a  city's  strug- 
gle to  retrieve  its  glory;  now  as  ecological  battles  open  on 
a  hundred  different  fronts,  we  are  Godfs  children.    His 
Spirit  bears  witness  with  our  spirit  that  this  is  so.    As 
John  goes  on  to  say,  "and  so  we  are," 

In  this  confidence,  wrought  by  a  present  possession 
and  realization,  we  dare  to  long  for  the  future  that  God  is 
bringing  to  us,    I  was  talking  a  few  weeks  ago  with  a 
British-born  minister,  now  teacher,,  on  the  west  coast 
about  what  I  wanted  to  share  with  ]  cu  on  my  first  Sunday 
back.    He  pointed  me  to  a  strong  word  in  Romans  8sl9s 
where  St    Paul  talks  about  "waiting  with  eager  longing  foi 
the  revealing  of  the  sons  of  God,"    The  key  word  in' "Greek 
ia."apokaradokia0"    This  gentleman  and  his  wife  were  so 
taken  b}-  that  word  that  they  named  a  beloved  cat  after  it 
Before  you  censure  these  good  people  for  minor  irrever- 
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ence  hear  the  story  out„ 

The  animal  in  question  was  a  marmalade  colored 
Persian  cat.    It  had  a  Jong  neck  that  was  usual ly  stretched 
out  to  the  full,  and  a  nose  that  most  of  the  time  was  pointed 
up  in  curiosity.    Its  body  was  ever  poised  to  pi  ess  into  new 
and  unknown  places.     And  that's  how  Marmalade  Apokarado- 
kia  got  his  name  I 

The  word  in  thelGreek  means  to  watch  with  head 
erect  or  outstretched,  to  direct  attention  to  anything,  to 
wait;  for  in  suspense,     It  connotes  constancy  in  expecting. 
Forget  the  cat.    Forget  the  word  if  you  must.    But  remem- 
ber the  posture,     We  are  called  to  live  on  the  stretch  be- 
cause there  is  more  to  come.    There  always  is,    Our  role 
is  to  wait  for  it,  and  to  watch  for  it,  and  to  work  for  it 
"Here  and  now,  dear  friends ,  we  are  God's  children;  and 
what  we  shall  be  has  not  yet  been  disclosed., " 
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